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FEBRUARY 2016
ELECTIONS 2016 CALL FOR
VOLUNTEERS
Throughout the year League members register voters, hold elections
for the St Louis Housing Authority,
schools and unions and speak to
various groups. You, the volunteers
who make this happen, are needed
especially as we enter the 2016
voting cycle. In the coming months,
the Voters Guides, Speakers Bureau
presentations, and Candidate forums need your assistance. Contact
Barbara Harris today at volunteer@lwvstl.org. to
see where you can be
of service. Speakers
are going out, forums
are scheduled and
the Guide is underway. Get involved today! For additional Information call the League
office at 314.961.6869.
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THE SUCCESS OF OUR THIRD ANNUAL
TRIVIA NIGHT DEPENDS ON YOU
We have a Great Location, Easy Parking: First Congregational
Church, 10 Lockwood, Webster Groves, 63119
Terrific MC, Varied Categories, and Snacks.
The price is right--$25 per person includes snacks, games, raffles
and Trivia! All we need is YOU to make the event a complete
SUCCESS!
• Round up 9 friends and buy a table ($250)
• Buy table and host friends you haven't met yet ($250)
• Buy ticket(s), bring a few friends and make
some new ones ($25-225)
• Sponsor a round - place your name/logo on
the answer sheet; it will be projected on the
screen and announced the night of the event.
Publicity for you, support for us ($150)

Need more information to decide which is
right for you? Call Anna Mennerick at the League Office,
314.961.6869 for registration, sponsorships, or volunteer opportunities or go online at www.lwvstl.org.

What Makes Missouri Work?
Oliver Wendell Holmes suggests taxes are the price we pay for civilized society.
Want to learn about making Missouri a more civilized state in which to live?
Our BROWNBAG LUNCH AND LEARN is an opportunity to hear and discuss
taxing topics
JOIN US FEBRUARY 10
STL County Library EAST Room,
at Lindbergh & Clayton Road
LUNCH
Noon (reserved until 2:00 pm)
&

Guest Speaker: Amy Blouin, Executive Director
MISSOURI BUDGET PROJECT

"Invest in Missouri"
Bring your lunch! BRING A FRIEND!
We can listen while we eat
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DEMOCRACY OFF AND RUNNING: IT IS ELECTING TIME!
The Iowa caucus system reminds us of the League consensus process when both are done right. You
don’t just vote, but rather sit down with your like- minded communities and talk through the issues.
We could use a lot more of that in Washington, Jefferson City, and in some of our divided cities.
People are looking for hope this election season. Sometimes we think they are looking in the wrong
places, but they are looking. The League can be there to set up constructive conversations, put out balanced and complete information on candidates and issues, and encourage citizens to exercise their
right to vote. We can be part of the solutions.
Encourage our community to participate in the March 15th presidential preference election. Join us in
the office to work on the April 5th local election Voters Guide. Volunteer to work one of the many candidate forums we will be doing this election year. Join the Speakers Bureau cadre and educate the public about the election issues. Travel to St. Charles Community College on March 2 nd and 3rd to help adjunct instructors decided whether they want to be represented by a union. Watch for legislative alert
and write to your representatives in Jefferson City.
Looking for hope needs to be followed by practical action for better politics. Let’s do our part through
the League.
Linda McDaniel
Co-Presidents
2015-2016 LWVMetroSTL
BOARD of DIRECTORS

Kathleen Farrell

Did You Know??

“One of the arguments against women’s suffrage a century
ago was that women were not politically aware enough to vote intelligently and
would take the country in the wrong direction. The opposition to women’s
Co-Presidents:
suffrage included the liquor and brewing industries in particular, since women
Linda C McDaniel were the backbone of the temperate movement. Other opponents to women’s
Kathleen Farrell suffrage were business and industry, which wanted a cheap, docile labor force,
1st V.P.: Catherine Stenger and many southern senators, who were afraid the new electorate would upset
2nd V.P.: Nancy Miller
Secretary: Jane Nettesheim the racial status quo.
“Have their fears proven true? In some measure, yes. By 1980, it had beTreasurer: Becky Clausen
come apparent there was a gender gap between male
Directors:
and female voters.”
Mickey Croyle
Forward, p.7-8, by Mary Mosley, from The Golden
Eve Golden
Lane, How Missouri Women Gained the Vote and
Barbara Harris
Nancy Hutchins
Changed
Dianne Modrell
History, by Margot McMillen.
Gwen Moore
In the months ahead, more of the history of
Sydell Shayer
the suffragettes in Missouri and the country will apLouise Wilkerson
pear in this feature.

ILR Editor Nancy Miller
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SUMMARY OF THE WORLD CLIMATE WARMING SUMMIT
The week of December 7, representatives of 195 nations reached a landmark
accord that will commit countries to lowering planet-warming greenhouse
gas emissions and help ward off the most drastic effects of climate
change. Traditionally, climate pacts have required developed economies like
the United States to take action to lower greenhouse gas emissions, but they
have exempted developing countries like China and India from such obligations. The core of the Paris deal is a requirement that every nation take part.
Ahead of the Paris talks, governments of 186 nations put forth public
plans detailing how they would cut carbon emissions through 2025 or 2030. The plans vary
vastly in scope and ambition. While every country is required to put forward a plan, there is
no legal requirement dictating how, or how much, countries should cut emissions. However,
the Paris accord has built in a series of legally binding requirements so that countries increase
the stringency of their climate change policies in the future. Countries will be required to reconvene every five years, starting in 2020, with updated plans that would tighten their emissions cuts. Countries will also be legally required to reconvene every five years starting in
2023 to publicly report on how they are doing in cutting emissions compared to their plans.
They will monitor and report on their emissions levels and reductions using a universal accounting system.
President Obama, who regards tackling climate change as a central element of his legacy, spoke of the deal in a televised address from the White House: “This agreement sends a
powerful signal that the world is fully committed to a low-carbon future,” he said. “We’ve
shown that the world has both the will and the ability to take on this challenge.”
from Washington University in St Louis Sustainability Newsletter
Ed. Note: Since this an agreement, not a treaty, it does not require congressional approval.

MISSOURI PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION SCHEDULES RATE INCREASE HEARINGS
Missouri-American Water Company is seeking to increase base rates for water and sewer by 19.63%. Due to a
temporary surcharge in St. Louis County being rolled into the permanent rate, the revenue requirement would
be approximately 9.73%. In addition, a Revenue Stabilization Mechanism and Environmental Cost Adjustment
Mechanism are included in the filing. These measures deal with costs to comply with new federal, state and
local environmental regulations.
The hearings in St. Louis County are:
February 8th
5:30pm Florissant Valley Community College Rooms 134,135,136
February 9th
5:30pm UMSL Summit Room, J C Penny Bldg.
More information may be obtained at: opcservice@ded.mo.org, pscinfo@psc.mo.gov

GREAT DECISIONS 2016.

The World Affairs Council of St Louis has announced its topics
and dates for the international relations discussion series which will be
held at the Ethical Society at noon in March and April.
POC: Robert A Fischer, 314.727.9988.
March 3: Middle East Alliances
March 10: The Islamic State
March 17: Kurdistan
March 24: Migration

April 7: The United Nations
April 14: Climate Change
April 21: Cuba and the U.S.
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ELECTION SEASON 2016
Voters Guide Municipal Elections April, 2016
February Schedule for Production by LWV Volunteers
Feb. 3 Complete loading candidates, props, decide on candidate
questions
Get address spreadsheet to League
Begin research on propositions
Feb. 5 Prepare letter and questionnaire for mailing
Feb. 10 Mail letters/send emails and questionnaires to candidates
First batch of ballot issues sent to Post
Feb. 17 Second batch of ballot issues sent to Post
Send edited candidate responses in batches to Post
Feb. 25 Deadline for responding to questionnaires
Follow up with non-response candidates
Send edited candidate responses in batches to
Post Dispatch

IMPORTANT DATES
FEB. 17 Last day to register for
March 15
MARCH 9 Last day to register
for April 5
MARCH 15 Presidental Preference
Primary by Party
APRIL 5 General Municipal Election
JULY 6 Last Day to Register for Aug.2
AUGUST 2 Primary Election
OCTOBER 12 Last day to register
For Nov. 8
NOVEMBER 8 General Election

INITIATIVE PETITIONS FOR NOVEMBER 2016 GENERAL ELECTION
As the 2016 election year gets underway, the signature seekers for the Initiative Petitions for the ballot are also appearing at libraries, community centers, and other public venues. A bumper crop of over 200 have been submitted
with 90 proposals currently on the list approved for signatures. The good news is that these include multiple. That
leaves a possible 30 to be circulated, if the sponsors of the petitions can raise the necessary funds to acquire the
necessary signatures.
The number of Required Signature Petitions proposing statutory changes must be signed by five percent of legal
voters in any six of the eight congressional districts. Petitions proposing constitutional changes must be signed by
eight percent of legal voters who voted in 2012 Gubernatorial election. in any six of the eight congressional districts. That is, 5% of the number of votes cast in the Gubernatorial election in 2012, or 8% of the votes cast in the
2012 Gubernatorial election. In 2012, there were 345,026 votes cast in the 1st Congressional District, 404,209 votes
cast in the 2nd Congressional District, and 351,362 in the 3rd Congressional District. Votes cast in the eight districts
range from 304,975- 404,209. The number of signatures necessary to place a petition on the ballot ranges from
approximately 96,00 – 150,000, depending whether it is a statute or a constitutional amendment and the districts in
which signatures are solicited. The investment in the petition must be sizeable in order to cover all of the costs.
Several of the topics appear to have the backing necessary to accomplish this. One is the addition of a cigarette tax.
Three groups are presently working toward certification. The Raise Your Hand for Kids establishes and funds a commission for facilitating Early Childhood Education and Health. A second group proposing a cigarette tax increase is a
coalition of Missouri Petroleum Marketers and the Convenience Store Association, proposing a much lower increase to fund transportation. An additional group is proposing raising the cigarette tax to aid Childhood Cancer
Treatment and Prevention. Several versions of each have been submitted.
Prohibiting new state sales and use taxes, campaign ethics, and the minimum wage are also hot items.
Enhancing the adoption and inclusion in the power grid of alternative energy, legalizing marijuana for medicinal use
and recreational use, limiting the power of the Missouri Board of Education and local boards of education; and eliminating term limits, reducing the age requirement, and reducing the numbers for Missouri Legislators are just a few
of the proposals approved for signatures. For a complete list and copies of the full text, go to www.sos.mo.gov/
elections.
All Signature Petitions must be filed at the Secretary of State’s office in Jefferson City by 5:00pm. on May 8, 2016.
A simple majority is needed for an Initiative Petition to become law.
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TRANSPORTATION FUNDING IN MISSOURI
Missouri Constitution Article IV, Section 30a on Transportation: Since this portion of the constitution was written,
life has changed creating a great disparity in taxation. Local governments (counties, cities and towns) receive a
quarter of highway taxes for streets and bridges. MoDOT receives the rest. But the current formula for distributing
revenues results in gross inequity and reduces safety.
Drivers in 5 MO counties of the St. Louis area pay half of the gas tax paid in the state. The 5 counties include
St. Louis, St. Charles, St. Louis City, Jefferson and Franklin counties.
Yet St. Louis receives less than a quarter (23%) of these taxes transferred to local governments per the MO
Constitution.
As a result, the St. Louis area has 70% of the traffic on locally owned critical bridges which are eligible for federal funds in the state.
The required repairs of these heavily traveled, critical bridges would cost $290 million. Plus another $70 million for critical bridges without federal aid. Bad roads and bridges increase auto repair, gas use, and congestion. St. Louis’ drivers lose $1,511 every year in added costs. Road features are a contributing factor in
approximately one-third of fatal traffic crashes.
Withholding funds for highway and bridge construction exports highway construction jobs away from the most
populous area in the state. This harms both local majority and minority businesses.
Unfair, Zero Transit Funding from Highway Taxes: The MO Constitution does not permit highway taxes to be used
for public transit.
Many states dedicate 15-20% of highway taxes to various forms of public transit.
Inadequate public transportation damages our communities. It limits access to: health care, jobs, education,
shopping, entertainment… For decades, parts of St. Louis have posted some of the worst infant mortality
rates in the nation. Lack of prenatal care due to inadequate healthcare and limited public transportation has
been cited as a major cause of infant mortality in poor neighborhoods. Some St. Louis neighborhoods have 3-4 times
more infant deaths than the national average - exceeding that of Third World Countries.
Change MO Constitution’s transportation section to increase safety and equity: Allocate taxes to local governments based on taxes paid and/or need: number of drivers, local traffic, number of vehicles… Also dedicate 15-20%
of highway taxes to public transit. To ensure gas tax proceeds are spent equitably within the state, many states
have developed a distribution formula based on some combination of resident population, registered motor vehicles, and highway miles.
It’s time that the St. Louis members of the legislature work together to change unsafe and unfair transportation
sections of the MO Constitution.
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THE FIRST LEGISLATIVE BULLETIN OF THE CURRENT 2016 SASSEION HAS BEEN SENT OUT
FROM OFFICE. CALL IF YOU WANT TO RECEIVE ONE AND DID NOT. 314.961.6869, GO TO THE
WEBSITE WWW. LWVSTL.ORG.

Health care news: Insured Population Increases
Cover Missouri Coalition reported that as of January 2, 2016 the total enrollments in federally-funded marketplace plans were 8,608,332. Missouri’s total enrollments were at 258,696! With open enrollment
through the month of January, both national and state totals are sure to increase.
Warning: penalties continue to increase each year for those without insurance. This year, the penalty is
$695 per adult and $347 per child up to a family cap of $2,500 or 2.5% of household income, whichever is
greater. We still leave approximately 300,000 persons unable to afford a Marketplace Plan or uneligible to
buy through the Marketplace because they do not earn at least 100% of Federal Poverty Level.
There is a Pill for That!
Caution: it will probably cost you more to fill that prescription. Congress has taken notice. Senators Susan
Collins (R-Maine) and Claire McCaskill (D-Missouri) are working through the Senate Special Committee on
Aging to investigate and review increasing costs. Isn’t it a shame there is no price-negotiation for Medicare
Part D drug coverage?
Chronic conditions? That will really cost you! Rx Price Watch, policy review from AARP, noted the 2013 average annual cost for drugs treating chronic conditions was more than $53,000, more than double the annual
median income for Medicare beneficiaries. They state that overall “…prices of widely used brand-name
drugs increased by nearly 13%...” in that same year.
Both Federal and State efforts are moving to control the use of Opioids. Missouri House Bill 1892 would establish a drug monitoring program. The use of pain killers has increased and these strong drugs often end
up in the wrong hands. Need to get rid of drugs still in your household? Most Police Departments have prescription drug disposal programs. Be safe. Be responsible.
Contact: Ellen Irons
Tel. 314-727-9918
Email: ironnew@msn.com

AAUW ST. LOUIS PRESENTS: “A LEGISLATIVE ACTION FORUM”
Panel Discussion on Current Bills on Sexual Assault,
Right-to-Work, and Minimum Wage
Saturday, February 27th 10am - noon
AAUW St. Louis is hosting an informational panel discussing key legislation at the National, State and Local levels. Divine Shelton, Field Representative for Senator Claire
McCaskill, will discuss the status of the bill Campus Accountability and Safety Act and
other efforts to combat sexual violence. Joe Keaveny, Missouri Senator, District 4, City of
St. Louis will discuss Right to Work in the Missouri Legislature. Lyda Krewson, Alderwoman for Ward 28, City of St. Louis will present the status of legislation Raising the
Minimum Wage in the City of St. Louis.
Location: Grace United Methodist Church, 6199 Waterman Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63112 (2 blocks
north of Washington University campus). Parking lot is one block north of the church at McPherson and Skinker. Get Directions
This event is free, but registration is requested. We prefer on-line registration if possible.
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The EDUCATION COMMITTEE will meet at 9:30 am on Saturday, February 20th at the League office. The
topic for discussion is the newly reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, now known
as “Every Student Succeeds Act”, signed into law on December 10, 2015. Members will be sharing their research followed by a discussion on how this legislation differs from the League’s position, “The Role of the
Federal Government in Public Education” adopted in 2012.
Please contact Marty Ott, Education Committee Chair, (martyott06@yahoo.com) if you plan to attend or wish
to make a comment. Members and friends are welcome.
Marty Ott, Chair

The ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COMMITTEE will meet on Thursday, Feb. 4th at 7:30 at the League
Office.
Mickey Croyle, Chair
The HEALTH CARE COMMITTEE will meet on Wednesday, February 17th , 10am-12noon., at Faith Des Peres Presbyterian Church, 11155 Clayton Rd 63131.

Dianne Modrell, Chair
The TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE will meet on Thursday, Feb. 4th at 5:30 in the League office.
Gwen Moore, Chair
POLITICS & MONEY STUDY was the topic of presentations and discussions at the October Unit meetings.
Co-presidents Linda McDaniel and Kathleen Farrell presented some of the background and reasons for this
study. Study questions were answered. The results of all units were then consolidated and sent to the Board
on Jan. 27th. The Board accepted the results and will send it on to the LWVUS for consideration. If approved,
the positions will be adoption and published.

UNITS IN FEBRUARY: NATIONAL & STATE PROGRAM PLANNING PRIORITIES
UNIVERSITY CITY/CLAYTON
Tuesday, Feb. 9th
9:30 am

HOME of CAROL PORTMAN
155 N. Hanley Hanley & Pershing
Leader: Carol Portman 314.726.3269

WEBSTER/KIRKWOOD

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WEBSTER
GROVES UCC
Wednesday, Feb. 10th
10 W. Lockwood , Webster Groves
9:30 am
Leader: K Wentzien
314.961.0894 or 314.805.6950(cell)
DIRECTIONS: (SW corner of Elm & Lockwood) Enter off Elm. Lockwood entrance is roped off.
In the Parlor on the 2nd floor, follow the signs. Elevator available, handicapped accessible.
CHESTERFIELD/CREVE COEUR
Thursday, Feb. 11th
9:30 am

FRIENDSHIP VILLAGE
15201 Olive Blvd, Chesterfield
Leader: Eve Golden 314.469.9985

ST LOUIS CITY
Saturday, Feb. 13th
10:30 am

TRINITY CHURCH
Euclid and Washington
Contact: Kathleen Farrell 314.773.2876
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MEMBERSHIP UPDATE
New Member:
Noel Leicht
6415 Jamieson Ave. # 402
St. Louis MO 63109-3306

TRIBUTES & MEMORIALS
Vivian G. Schmidt passed away in Jan. 2016. Vivian was a League member in the St. Louis area after moving to
the area from Indiana. She was the chair of the St. Louis County Election Board for 20 years. She was an active
League member in the St. Louis area and the office manager of the League office for over 10 years. She then
moved to Bartlesville, OK to be closer to her family. She was a good friend and a generous contributor to the
League of Women Voters. She will be missed.
Contributions received in memory of Vivian G. Schmidt from Julie Behrens, Mary Brown, Cindy Mitchell, K Wentzien, and Agnes Garino.
Contributions received in memory of Malcolm Bliss from Julie Behrens, Sydell Shayer, and
Judith Smart.
I would like to thank the League of Women Voters of Metro St. Louis for the thoughtful and lovely floral get
-well arrangement to speed my recovery from knee replacement surgery. It worked. I am well on the way to
getting back to where I used to be before my knee became a drag on my life.
SYDELL

VOLUNTEERS
The new year is up and running. The Presidential Preference Primary, April municipal elections, and
Trivia Night are just around the corner. If you have some time to donate to the League we could certainly use
the help. Please contact Barbara Harris, our volunteer coordinator. Her email address is:
volunteer@LWVstl.org
Our volunteers since our last newsletter include: Esther Clark, Jim Clark, Becky Clausen, Marjorie
Courtney, Mickey Croyle, Joan Esserman, Kathleen Farrell, Agnes Garino, Eve Golden, Mickey Hall, Barbara Harris, Debby Howard, Nancy Hutchins, Pat Jones, Linda McDaniel, Anna Mennerick, Nancy Miller, Cindy Mitchell,
Dianne Modrell, Gwen Moore, Jane Nettesheim, Marty Ott, Carol Portman, Sydell Shayer, Judith Smart, Catherine Stenger, Billie Teneau, K Wentzien, and Louise Wilkerson. This list includes the St. Louis board members.
When you attend a board meeting, please remember to sign the volunteer book in the office so we have a record of our volunteers’ hours. If you are a member of a League committee we would like to keep track of the
time you spend on League activities. Please let the office know so we can add your name to
our volunteer list. We appreciate your commitment to the League. If we neglected to list
your name please let us know and we will thank you in the next newsletter.
Julie Behrens, Staff

From the Executive Director’s Desk
Elections, Elections, Elections - We are in full swing again with the Voters Guide,
questions from the public, Candidate Forums, Trivia Night, and the Missouri
General Assembly in session. Many of you have already signed on and come in
to volunteer in these areas. Thank you and continued thanks throughout this
busy season. The more the merrier, so call or come on in and we will put you to
work.
Anna Mennerick
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FEBRUARY 2016 CALENDAR
Wed.
Thurs.
Thurs.
Tues
Wed.
Wed.
Sat.
Wed.
Sat.

Feb 1st -Feb 29th
Feb 4th
5:30pm
Feb 4th
7:00pm
Feb 9th-Sat. Feb 13th
Feb 10th
12:00-2pm
Feb 17th
10am-noon
Feb 20th
9:30am
Feb. 24th
6:00pm
Feb. 27th
10am-noon

Voter Guides In Process
Transportation Committee
Environmental Quality Committee
UNIT MEETINGS TOPIC: STATE PLANNING
Lunch & Learn—Missouri Budget
Heailth Care Comm
Education Committee
Board Meeting
AAUW Legislative Action Forum

League Office see p.4
League Office
League Office
see p. 8
SLC Headqrtrs Library p. 1
Faith Presbyterian see p. 8
League Office
League Office
St. Louis see p. 7

PLANNING AHEAD
Sat.

March 12

6:30pm

Trivia Night

Tues.

March 15

6am-7pm

Presidential Primaries Election

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
OF WEBSTER GROVES UCC
Voting Precincts in Missouri

Tues.
Tues.
Sat.

April 5th
April 12
April 16

6am-7pm
8:30-2pm
11:30

Municipal Elections
Equity Action Day AAUW
Annual Meeting Luncheon

Voting Precincts in Missouri
State Capitol, Jefferson City
TBA

LWVUS Convention
GET OUT THE VOTE FESTIVAL

Washington D.C.
ST LOUIS CENTRAL LIBRARY

Thurs-Sat. June 16-18
Sat.
Sept. 3
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