
  

 1 

IN LEAGUE REPORTER  SEPTEMBER 2016 

IN LEAGUE REPORTER 
8706 Manchester Road, Suite 104, 

St Louis, MO 63144   
  314.961.6869    league@lwvstl.org  
             www.facebook.com/lwvstl    

www.lwvstl.org           @LWVSTL 

SEPTEMBER  2016            

LEAGUE OF 

WOMEN VOTERS  

OF METRO 

ST LOUIS 

MAKING  DEMOCRACY  WORK 

 

 It was a very bad day for the 
League’s priorities on September 14th, 
the veto over-ride session in the Mis-
souri Legislature.  Not only did legisla-
tors overrule law enforcement officials 
across the state to allow the carrying 
of concealed weapons without per-
mits, it overrode Governor Nixon’s 
veto of HB1631, which would require a 
non-expired state issued photo ID to 
vote.  Now it is up to voters to reject 
Amendment 6 to the Missouri Consti-
tution in order to keep this voter sup-
pression legislation from becoming law 
in our state.   
 The Missouri League of Wom-
en Voters has made defeating Amend-
ment 6 its top priority for the Novem-
ber 8th election.  It is part of a state 
wide coalition of civil rights organiza-

tions working to preserve the Missouri 
Constitution’s protection of the right 
to vote and prevent the disenfran-
chisement of approximately 230,000 
citizens in our state: seniors, students, 
women, the poor, people of color, and 
those with disabilities.  Recent prob-
lems with absentee ballots in St. Louis 
have added to the general confusion 
about the issue.  But the important 
facts are absolutely clear:   
§ There is no evidence that voter 
fraud at the polls exists in Mis-
souri. 

§ The cost to Missouri taxpayers for 
a problem that doesn’t exist is es-
timated to be over $16 million 
over the next three years, money 
that could be much better spent 
on the state’s needs. 

Here’s what we are doing: 
§ Distributing thousands of flyers 
and handouts to educate voters 
about Photo Voter ID 

§ Running radio ads across the state 
to present the facts about Amend-
ment 6  

§ Giving as many presentations as 
we can to community groups 
about the issue 

§ Having as many one on one con-
versations with citizens to per-
suade them to reject this infringe-
ment on our right to vote. 

Please join us in this critical work.  
Nothing is more important than pro-
tecting the right to vote. It is at the 
heart of the League’s mission.   
Kathleen Farrell & Linda McDaniel, Co-
presidents 

LEGISLATORS OVERRIDE GOVERNOR’S VETO OF PHOTO ID LEGISLATION 

KICKOFF SPEAKER EXAMINES THE ROLE OF PRINT JOURNALISM 
The annual League Kickoff event was held at Orlandos Banquet Center on September 14th. Leaguers and guests enjoyed a deli-
cious meal and good company. Our speaker for the evening was Christopher Ave,  political and national editor for the St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch. Mr. Ave came to St. Louis 20 years ago and became an editor in 2008.  He credits several role models and his 
own tendency to be a high-energy procrastinator for his success in the job.  It is also obvious that he really enjoys what he 

does—editing and writing news. 
      Ave traced the problems print journalism has surviving in an electronics-oriented society. Most 
people gets their information from cable, radio and major TV channels, in addition to social media. 
Whereas these sources provide only sound bites and instant news stories, they have millions of 
viewers and listeners who have lured advertising dollars away from newspapers.  In comparison, 
print media has done the major research and reporting on events which have changed history.  
 Today, readers “want only news they agree with”. This has resulted in voters focusing on 
fewer sources with less support for the print media. The STL Post-Dispatch has responded to the 
reduction in income by seeking collaboration with other organizations such as the LWV to produce 
the Voters Guide.  In addition they are marketing various merchandise items, holding book sales 
and special events. 

 As a journalist, Mr. Ave says he will keep doing what he is doing, while continuing to prioritize where to put the re-
sources  as he attempts to broaden the news diet of readers.  He is hopeful that people want the news; the problem today is 
not  a news problem, it is a business problem. As the political editor, he sees Jefferson City as “a factory of news” , and he in-
tends to keep bringing it to us. To keep up with what is happening in our neck of the woods, Mr. Ave recommends 
www.politicalfix.com. We appreciate his insight and dedication to a mission we share: an informed and involved citizenry. 
 Following Mr. Ave’s presentation, a short business meeting was convened.  The committee to nominate a slate for the 
officer election in 2017 was elected. The meeting was adjourned. 

http://www.facebook.com/lwvstl
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2015-2016  LWVMetroSTL 

BOARD of DIRECTORS 

Co-Presidents: 
         Linda C McDaniel 
          Kathleen Farrell 
1st V.P.:      Catherine Stenger 
2nd V.P.:     Nancy Miller 
Secretary:   Jane Nettesheim 
Treasurer:   Becky Clausen 
 
Directors: 
Angie Dunlap 
Eve Golden 
Barbara Harris 
Nancy Hutchins 
Dianne Modrell 
Gwen Moore 
Sydell Shayer 
Louise Wilkerson 
ILR Editor  Nancy Miller 
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ELECTION RECAP    NOV 10  
RICHMOND HEIGHTS 
COMMUNITY CENTER 
1330 S. Big Bend Blvd,  

63117-2202 
6:30  Social Time  
7:00pm Panel Program begins 
Current Co-sponsors: NWPC-
STL, NCIW, Women’s Voices, 
LWVMetroSTL 

  Join Us 

Voter Education is What is Needed and It’s What We Do 

Celebrate the Vote was a wonderful event.  It drew hundreds of people and dozens of 
organizations to the steps of St. Louis Library to honor our suffragist sisters of 1916 who 
demonstrated for the right of women to vote  Those present also vowed to fight voter sup-
pression and encourage all to cherish our right to vote by encouraging all citizens to partici-
pate.  Many picked up League membership forms and asked about joining our organization.  
 But the celebration was barely over when the phone began ringing constantly at the 
League office.  Some voters are worried that they won’t be able to absentee vote because of 
the recent redo of the 78th District Missouri House election.  Others are frustrated by con-
flicting media accounts of candidates’ positions.  All of them want information and they want it 
from the League.  We have a record number of presentations to community groups scheduled 
before November 8th, thousands of voters to persuade to vote against Amendment 6, the  
Photo Voter ID measure, and a Voters Guide to prepare and deliver to thousands of voters.  
And of course there are candidate and issue forums, voter registration events and so much 
more. 

It is so easy to become discouraged this election season.  We have not seen such a fear
-driven, vacuous set of campaign appeals in our lifetimes.  But in the end, we have to believe 
that accurate, fair and well-supported information will help voters make their decisions.  And 
that is what the League provides.  So, look over the volunteer slots that need to be filled and 
commit to doing your part this fall.  Call the office and offer your services.  It is what we do. 

Linda C. McDaniel & Kathleen Farrell Co-Presidents 
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IǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ aŜǘǊƻ {ǘ [ƻǳƛǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ǘ [ƻǳƛǎ aŀƛƴ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ƻƴ 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ оΣ нлмсΣ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŎǊƛŬŎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ мфнл 
ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǾƻǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŀǧƭŜΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΦ 
¢ƻŘŀȅ ǿŜ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŘƛǎŜƴŦǊŀƴŎƘƛǎŜ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǎŜƎƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƛǝȊŜƴǊȅΦ  
Lƴ aƛǎǎƻǳǊƛ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀŎǝǾŜƭȅ ƻǇǇƻǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tƘƻǘƻ ±ƻǘŜǊ LΦ5Φ /ƻƴǎǝǘǳǝƻƴŀƭ !ƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ уǘƘ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ .ŀƭƭƻǘΦ  

  LWVMissouri  Fall Workshop Ahead 

Join us in Sedalia for the annual Fall Workshop on Saturday, Nov. 12 at State Fair Com-

munity College. We are busy making plans for a very informative day. We will, of course, 

have remarks from the Pettis County Clerk on how the election went across the state, but 

we will also be looking toward our future interests with speakers on immigration issues and conservation/water 

concerns. This is a great chance to hear what other Leagues are doing and to get ideas for your own local ac-

tivities. The state board will be meeting on Friday and would like input and direction on our focus for the 2017 
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MISSOURI  COMING  TOGETHER  TO CELEBRATE THE VOTE ! 



  

 5 

IN LEAGUE REPORTER  SEPTEMBER 2016 

November 8, General Election   

Absentee voting begins:  09/27/16  

Last day to register for this election:  10/12/16  

Last day to request an absentee ballot: 11/02/16  

Last day to vote absentee in person:  11/07/16   5pm  

SPEAKERS BUREAU  

Now that the Ballot Constitutional Amendments and Statute Propositions have 
been published,  groups are especially eager to have information before the No-
vember Election day.   We have given fifteen presentations since July 1st and we 
are committed to another 26  before Nov. 8th. Too numerous to list, the events 
are reaching all ages, eight to eighty and beyond.  We have many first time re-
quests as the news of our presentations spreads. With an expanded repertoire of 
topics and speakers, we will strive to meet all requests, with the exception of those desiring to hear a 
rating of candidates or political parties. Our non-biased, comprehensive coverage of the ballot issues is 
appreciated by our thoughtful audiences. 

Many thanks to our speakers: Angie Dunlap, Nancy Miller, Kathleen Farrell, Gwen Moore, Linda McDaniel, 
Katherine Wurl, Louise Wilkerson, Nancy Price and Nancy Billingham have done a stellar job.  We could 
assistants to pass out information, manage the Power Point, and keep track of time. If you would be able 
to help out, please call the office at 314-961-6869. 

bŀƴŎȅ aƛƭƭŜǊΦ {ǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ .ǳǊŜŀǳ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊΦ 

 Our September registrations began at the Eagleton Courthouse on the 2nd. On the 6th we were at one of 
the Doorways Residences in North County. Sept. 7th & 8th, two registrars went to St. Charles C.C. and five 
registrars served at the Eagleton Courthouse. On the 9th we went to the International Institute and Harris 
Stowe State University. Next we went back to St. Charles CC and one of us served at the St. Louis College 

of Health Careers. On the 12th one registrar went to a second Doorways 
residence and also volunteered at St. Peter's UCC Community Festival on 
Sept.11th. 
On Wednesday, September 13th, at the Eagleton, our volunteers regis-
tered 31 of 50 new citizens. 
On Friday, September 16th, we registered 18 of 24 new citizens after the 
ceremony at the Old Courthouse. We also registered people at another 
Doorways residence in North St. Louis and at a Food Pantry in South St. 
Louis. 

In addition to these, we still have 14 events to do in September. Immigration and the courts are trying to 
get as many people as possible naturalized before October 12th to enable them to register and vote in the 
presidential election 
Many, Many thanks to all of the dedicated Registrars. 
 
Catherine Stenger & Barbara Harris, Co-Chairmen, Voter Registration. 

JOIN US FOR A  

DEBATE 

WATCH  

SUNDAY   

OCTOBER  9  
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HEALTH COMMITTEE 
 
You are invited to attend the League's Health Care Committee. 
We will be focusing on Mental Health Issues. 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20th   10:00 AM to Noon 
at Faith Des Peres Presbyterian Church 
11155 Clayton Road   63131 
 

MISSOURI TRANSPORTATION 

Continued underinvestment by MoDOT: MoDOT’s recently released 5 year 
plan for 2017-2021, will invest only 20% in the Metro St. Louis 5-county District. 
The St. Louis District has 33% of the population, drivers, traffic, and pays half of 
the gas taxes. The Kansas City District will also be underfunded with 12.5% of 
state investment. But Kansas City District has 21% of the population. Other 
cities will also continue to be underfunded by MoDOT.  

                  DǿŜƴ aƻƻǊŜΣ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴ /ƘŀƛǊ 

  Join the Transportation Committee as we work on correcting this:  
When:   Starting NOV 17th, Third Thursday each month at 12 noon, bring lunch if  
    you wish 
Where: St. Louis County Library Headquarters, East Room 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE WILL NOT MEET IN OCTOBER 

ENVIRONMENTAL  QUALITY COMMITTEE     Date to be announced later 

UNITS IN OCTOBER:  NOVEMBER 8 BALLOT ISSUES 

UNIVERSITY CITY/CLAYTON  HOME of  CAROL PORTMAN 
Tuesday,  Oct. 11th    155 N. Hanley     Hanley & Pershing 
9:30 am      Leader: Carol Portman    314.726.3269 

 
WEBSTER/KIRKWOOD   FIRST CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH  OF  
      WEBSTER GROVES  UCC  
Wednesday, Oct. 12th    10 W. Lockwood , Webster Groves 
9:30 am      Leader: K Wentzien 
       314.961.0894 or 314.805.6950(cell) 
 DIRECTIONS:  (SW corner of Elm & Lockwood) Enter off Elm.  Lockwood entrance is roped off.  
 In the Parlor on the 2nd floor, follow the signs. Elevator available, handicapped accessible.  
   
CHESTERFIELD/CREVE COEUR FRIENDSHIP VILLAGE 
Thursday, Oct.  13th    15201 Olive Blvd, Chesterfield 
9:30 am      Leader: Eve Golden  314.469.9985 
 
ST LOUIS CITY     TRINITY CHURCH 
Saturday, Oct. 8th     Euclid and Washington 
10:30 am      Contact: Kathleen Farrell  314.773.2876 
City Unit will hear an update on SLPS  
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From the Executive Director’s Desk  

VOLUNTEER CORNER  

Celebrate the Vote and the Kickoff Dinner are history.  Now we turn our attention to the November 
General Election.  We will be working on the voter guide for the election.  Candidate forums and 
Speakers Bureau are informing voters regarding candidates and issues.  The work is always here - if 
you have some time to donate to the League we could certainly use the help.  Please contact Barbara 
Harris, our volunteer coordinator.  Her email address is volunteer@LWVstl.org  

Our volunteers since our last newsletter include:  Liz Aurbach, Rick Aurbach, Nancy Billingham,  Stef-
any Brot, Rosalie Brasch, Esther Clark, Jim Clark, Becky Clausen, Marjorie Courtney, Mickey Croyle, An-
gie Dunlap, Terry Dunlap, Joan Esserman, Pat Esserman, Kathleen Farrell, Agnes Garino, Eve Golden, 
Barbara Harris, Debby Howard, Nancy Hutchins, , Pat Jones, Kathleen Lottenbach, Linda McDaniel, Kay 
Meyer, Anna Mennerick, Tom Mennerick, Nancy Miller, Dianne Modrell, Gwen Moore,  Jane Nettes-
heim, Angela Newson, Marty Ott, Carol Portman, Nancy Price, Sydell Shayer, Ju-
dith Smart, Catherine Stenger, Carol Strawbridge, Carol Teig, Billie Teneau, K 
Wentzien, Ida West, Louise Wilkerson and Liz Wolkoff. This list includes the St. 
Louis board members.  When you attend a board meeting, please remember to 
sign the volunteer book in the office so we have a record of our volunteers’ hours.   If you are a mem-
ber of a League committee we would like to keep track of the time you spend on League activities.  
Please let the office know so we can add your name to our volunteer list.  We appreciate your com-
mitment to the League.  If we neglected to list your name please let us know and we will thank you in 
the next newsletter. 

WǳƭƛŜ .ŜƘǊŜƴǎΣ  {ǘŀũ 

What can be done about National Politics?  When faced with an overwhelming surge of media 
coverage and unending campaigns, I have returned to the basics.  I'm listening to audio books 
in the car instead of the news.  I'm reading transcripts and listening to actual speeches instead 
of what other people are saying about the speeches.  I'm talking to local candidates on my 
porch about what is important to me.  And this week I'm reading through the Voters Guide to 
decide who deserves my vote.  I recommend you do the same.  Seek facts, listen carefully and 
exercise your votes wisely.  Our democracy deserves deliberate participation. 
!ƴƴŀ aŜƴƴŜǊƛŎƪ 

 YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE !!! 

On Primary Election Day, August 26, 2016, as I was passing out Amendment 6 information to voters exiting a 
polling place, a citizen told me he had been denied the right to vote.  He said he had moved but had informed 
the Board of Elections of his change of address.  The new polling place did not have him listed.  He said the 
election official tried to call the Board but couldn’t get through. 
I called the County Board of Elections and made contact.  The board representative determined that he 
should be allowed to vote.  I handed the gentleman my phone and he carried it into the polling place so the 
polling official could hear the judgment of eligibility.  The man was allowed to vote.    /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ {ǘŜƴƎŜǊ 

mailto:volunteer@LWVstl.org
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ȡσπȟ 

        {9t¢9a.9w нлмс 

Wed.   Sept.  28 6-8pm                    MetroSTL Board Mtg League Office 
 

h/¢h.9w нлмс 
Sat. Oct.  8th 10:30am City Unit Meeting Trinity Church 
Sun. Oct.  9th   7:00pm Debate Watch Harris Stowe State Univ. 
Tues. Oct. 11th  9:30am Clayton Unit Meeting Carol Portman Home 
Wed.  Oct. 12th  9:30am Kirkwood/Webster Unit Meeting First Congregational  
    Church of Webster Groves 
Wed  Oct. 12th                       Last Day to Register for Nov. 8th Election   
Thurs. Oct. 13th    9:30am Chesterfield/Creve Coeur Unit Meeting 
    Friendship Village West 
Thurs.  Oct. 20th 10am-noon Health Care Committee Faith Des Peres Presbyterian 
    Church 

   bh±9a.9w нлмс 
¢¦9{Φ  bh±  у¢I    сŀƳ-тǇƳ  D9b9w![ 9[9/¢Lhb  {¢!¢9²L59 ϧ C959w![ hCCL/9{ 
Thurs. Nov. 10th 6:30 Election Recap Richmond Heights CC 
Sat. Nov. 12th 9am-3pm LWVMO Fall Workshop Sedalia 
Thurs.  Nov.  17th 10am-noon Health Committee Faith Des Peres Presb. 
Thurs.  Nov. 17th noon Transportation Committee League Office 
Wed.-Sun. Nov 23-26th                 OFFICE CLOSED FOR THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY 
Wed. Nov. 30th 6:00 LWVMetro Board Meeting League Office 


