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LEAGUE LAUNCHES IMPORTANT PROGRAM INITIATIVE
At the July board meeting, we decided that we should hold a public community meeting
on an important issue. After much lively discussion of three good topics, “What should
Government Do for its Citizens? What does it really mean to provide for the general welfare” received top endorsement. Given current debates over budgets, program cuts, and
the government’s role at the national, state and local level, a constructive conversation is
needed. And who can facilitate such a discussion better than the League? We believe
that early Spring 2012 is the ideal time for such a program. The 2012 presidential race
will be underway, the Missouri Assembly will be beginning its work, and local elections
will be held in April.
A committee to work on this event is being formed now. If you are interested in working
on this project, please contact Linda McDaniel at president@lwvstl.org or 314.517.1149
as soon as possible!

FEATURE ARTICLES

The board also considered two other options: programs that would provide information
on the practical effects of the implementation of the Affordable Care Act and a program
of civic education. We will ask the Health Care Committee and those who have
expressed an interest in Civic Education to consider preparing proposals for consideration
for the 2012-2013 program. These are important program topics that need time and
effort. Here is your chance to work on issues that you care about. Contact Linda
McDaniel for more information.
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENTS
Dear Friends,
We don’t know what is hotter - the budget talks in Washington or this St. Louis summer! We do
know that there has been plenty to keep us busy and we are looking forward to September’s
Kickoff to begin the year’s activities.

Cautious,
careful
people, always
casting about
to preserve
their
reputations…
can never
effect a
reform.

Susan B.
Anthony

We were pleased that Governor Jay Nixon vetoed the Voter I.D. bill last month. As he indicated in
the press release announcing his veto, this bill would jeopardize over 230,000 Missouri registered
voters who do not have a current Missouri driver’s license. It would jeopardize seniors, people
with disabilities, the working poor, students and African Americans who are twice as likely to lack
such I.D. In addition, the cost of implementing the legislature’s photo ID proposal would cost well
over $20 million, a price tag the people of Missouri cannot afford, particularly when there have
NOT been reports that voter fraud has occurred. Thank you to all of you who responded to our call
for emails, phone calls and letters. Apparently many leaguers across the state and particularly St.
Louis made their position known. We know, however, that this issue is not going to go away. The
Advancement Project, the coalition to which we belong, filed a lawsuit on July 6th (along with the
Fair Elections Legal Network, the American Civil Liberties Union of Eastern Missouri, and the
ACLU of Kansas and Western Missouri over the “deceptive and misleading” Voter ID Ballot
Initiative. It was the first ever challenge to a Photo ID constitutional amendment filed on behalf of
the elderly, people with disabilities, racial minorities, and students who face loss of voting rights.
The lawsuit asks the court to block the initiative from appearing on the November 2012 ballot
because it “deceives and misleads voters about what the amendment would and would not do and
thus is neither true nor impartial, but instead likely to create prejudice in favor of the proposed
measure.” You can get more information on the suit at www.advancementproject.org. This issue
strikes at the heart of what the League believes - that all should have access to open and free
elections. We will keep you posted on further developments.
Save the dates for two important events – the 24th annual Equality Day Brunch on Saturday,
August 20, 2011, featuring speaker Betty Dukes, lead Plaintiff in Supreme Court Case Dukes vs.
Wal-Mart. We hope to have a good group from the League at the Equality Day Brunch to network
with folks who share our interests and encourage them to become League members. Our annual
kickoff on will be Wednesday, September 14th. The kickoff’s featured speaker will be Dr. Kathleen Sullivan Brown from UMSL speaking on education, which is the subject of our national
study. Now is the time to get involved with that study chaired by Marty Ott.
Finally, LWVUS President Elisabeth MacNamara will be visiting St. Louis near the end of August. We have not received her travel itinerary yet, but will hold an event where all members will
get the opportunity to visit with her and share their thoughts about the recent Clean Air Act
amendment vote cast by Senator Clare McCaskill and other issues. As soon as we get the dates of
her visit nailed down, you will be hearing from us.
Thank you for all the volunteers who keep coming in during these hot months to help with our
work. Let’s all identify a friend or two to recruit as new League members and bring them to the
September kickoff. Once they meet us, how can they resist?

Kathleen Farrell

Linda McDaniel
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EQUALITY DAY BRUNCH
Please join me and other League members for the 24th Annual Equality Day
Brunch on Saturday, August 20, 2011 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, Clayton.
The League will have an informational table at the brunch and we would
welcome your help in representing the League. This is a wonderful opportunity to share our stories and ask others to join the League of Women Voters.
Registration information is included in the flyer below. If you are interested
in attending and/or helping out at the informational table, please contact me
at: 314.842.9383 or PatJones@lwvstl.org. I would also be happy to help coordinate carpooling.

LEAGUE IN THE LOOP TAILGATE SALE
Our Annual League in the Loop Tailgate Sale will be held on Labor Day, Monday,
September 5th at Parking Lot #4 (behind the Loop Market) in University City. The
League will not have a booth this year. We will sell booths at $30.00 per booth
until Sept. 1st. Booth purchase after that date is $40.00 per booth. A booth is
2 parking spaces. Are you interested in purchasing a booth to see those terrific
treasures you have finally decided to part with help make money for the League?
Have 2 or 3 people get together and buy a booth or would your unit like to
purchase a booth? You could always challenge other units and see who is top
dog in sales. For more information contact Barbara Elbrecht at 314.962.2821.
See p. 12
Please note: we will not hold a book sale this year. So please pass your books on
to others. The League office will not be collecting books this year.
Barbara Elbrecht, Chair

DEVELOPMENT TASK FORCE PLANS FOR THE FUTURE
The Development Task Force has been meeting since April to develop additional fundraising
initiatives. The task force recommends that a part-time development consultant be contracted.
In addition, several new events and targeted campaigns have been recommended and will be
presented to the development consultant. At the LWVSTL Board meeting on July 20th, the
Board voted unanimously to accept the recommendation of the task force and hire a development consultant on contract. Co-President Kathleen Farrell will oversee the selection process
and supervise the position.
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REPORT FROM THE TREASURER 2011—2012
LWV St. Louis Treasurer’s Report
The St. Louis League operates on a fiscal year of July 1 to June 30. Our income for the year just
ended exceeded our expenses without drawing from reserves.
Our income totaled $40,565 and expenses were $37,600. Income consisted of members’ dues of
$17,970 and member contributions in additon to dues of $6,779. Other fundraising totaled $12,501.
Member meeting and product revenue was $3,178. In addition to the above revenue there was other
income of $137.
The League’s major expense was our share of operating the office and salaries for the two staff people
we employ. These expenses totaled $22,978. Fund raising costs were $1,212. Expenses for June
2010 National convention delegates reimbursed in the current fiscal year were $2,252. Cost of member meetings was $2,522. National per member payment (pmp) which is based on number of members
was $4,277, state pmp was $4,320. Miscellaneous costs were $39.
More detailed financial information is available by contacting the treasurer, Cindy Mitchell through
the office.

League of Women Voters Information Service Treasurer’s Report
LWVIS also operates on a 7/1 – 6/30 fiscal year. The year ending June 30, 2011 was a very
successful year in providing voter services to the St. Louis community. However, financially our
current expenses exceeded our income by a substantial amount.
Contributions from individuals and tributes totaled $5,284. Other fundraising raised $7,835. Our
investment income was $9,870.
Our expenses included the organization’s share of the office operating costs of $34,990. Other
expenses included ½ of our National League’s Per Member Payment of $4,277, printing of our
Register and Vote informational pamphlet $727, fund raising expenses of $908, the Civility workshop
cost of $1,997 (which was covered by participants’ fees and monies in the Missouri League’s Ed
Fund) and miscellaneous expenses. Total expenses were $43, 500.
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MSD RATE INCREASE
METROPOLITAN in violation of any covenant
or provision relating to any
ST. LOUIS SEWER DISTRICT RATE PROPOSAL outstanding bonds or indebtedness of the District;
On May 10, the Metropolitan 4. Does not impair the abilSt. Louis Sewer District sub- ity of the District to comply
mitted a Rate Change Notice with applicable Federal or
State laws or regulations as
to the Rate Commission of
the District. The Rate Com- amended from time to time;
Imposes a fair and reasonable
mission was established as
burden on all classes of ratepart of amendments to the
payers.
MSD Charter which were
passed in an election in November, 2000. The Commis- The Rate Change Proposal
sion is made up of fifteen or- covers fiscal years 2013
ganizations reflecting a wide through 2016 (July 1, 2012
through June 30, 2016) and
variety of rate payers in the
affects only wastewater rates.
District. Each organization
designates a member to repre- The projected monthly rates
for the average single-family
sent the organization on the
Commission. The League is a customer are $28.73 in 2012,
$32.37 in 2013, $36.71 in
Commission member. The
responsibility of the Commis- 2014; $41.56 in 2015, and
$47.05 in 2016. The District
sion is to review any proposed changes to wastewater is requesting these rates to
and storm water rates or rate meet regulatory requirements
and provide funds for the
structure. The Charter requires that any proposed rate costs of issuing and paying
change or any portion of the interest on bonds. Other rate
change drivers include the
change:
loss of customer base, declin1. Is consistent with consti- ing water usage and the gentutional, statutory or common eral state of the economy.
law as amended from time to
In addition to the rate changes
time;
cited above, the proposal pro2. Enhances the District’s
vides for a bond issue of $945
ability to provide adequate
million to be put to the voters
sewer and drainage systems
in April, 2012. The bond isand facilities or related sersue would be used to finance
vices;
3. Is consistent with and not the District’s capital improve-

ment program. An alternative
structure is presented using no
additional bonds but financing the capital improvements
on a cash basis. This would
result in an initial increase in
rates in fiscal 2013 to $73.35
and to $74.40 in 2016.
An important component of
the rate review process is the
public hearing. Six hearings
will be held throughout the
District at various locations
and times. The hearings will
include a presentation about
the proposed rates and an opportunity for the public to
provide input to the Commission.
Further information about the
District, the Rate Commission
and the Rate Change Proposal
is available on the District’s
website www.stlmsd.com.
Go to “About MSD” and
click on the Rate Commission.
Nancy Bowser
LWV representative to the
MSD Rate Commission
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JOIN THE CITY UNIT FOR A FRIENDS’ NIGHT OUT
AUGUST 11TH
Join the City Unit on Thursday, August 11th to see the Missouri History Museum’s exhibit
America I AM: The African American Imprint and enjoy each other’s company at the
nearby Talayna’s At the Park, 3120 Debaliviere Avenue. We have missed our League
friends over the summer and welcome all to join us to catch up.
We will meet at the museum’s front entrance desk at 4:00. The museum recommends that
visitors spend about 90 minutes viewing the exhibit. Those who are fast reads can enjoy
the rest of the museum and then join us at 5:30ish at Talayna’s across from the museum.
Admission for the exhibit for groups is $5.00 per person. Talayna’s menu is casual - good
salads, sandwiches and pizza. Our very own Kathleen Kelly once graced the place as a
server in her youth!
America I AM: The African American Imprint celebrates African American contributions
to our nation through artifacts, documents, multimedia, photographs and music. Designed
to unite and educate Americans of all cultures, ages and backgrounds, the exhibition
features more than 200 artifacts, including the doors to the Cape Coast Castle in Ghana;
Alex Haley's typewriter used to write "Roots", personal items belonging to Malcolm X; the
door key from the Birmingham jail cell that held Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.; sports
memorabilia from Michael Jordan, Arthur Ashe and Muhammad Ali; and artifacts from
legendary entertainers such as Etta James and Michael Jackson.
PLEASE RSVP IF YOU WILL JOIN US! I MUST GET A ROUGH IDEA OF THE SIZE
OF OUR GROUP FOR BOTH THE MUSEUM AND THE RESTAURANT! HOPE TO
SEE YOU SOON.
Kathleen Farrell, proud member of the City Unit
kathleenfarrell@earthlink.net
314.302.8400

EDUCATION COMMITTEE
The Education committee will meet on Saturday, August 6th at the League office,
from 9:30—11:30. The subject being studied is education. We have much work to do
and would appreciate any new members to our committee.
Marty Ott, Chair
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FEDERAL ROLE IN EDUCATION STUDY

America’s future
will be determined
by the home and
the school. The
child becomes
largely what it is
taught, hence we
must watch what
we teach it, and
how we live before
it.
Jane Addams

The delegates at Convention
2010 approved a national study,
the “Federal Role in Public Education”. The Education Study is
broad and includes the following
areas: historical perspective,
funding and equity issues, and
the Common Core Standards.
This very important study will be
presented at the October and November Unit meetings, and your
participation is strongly encouraged. Education has been at the
forefront of many discussions,
locally, and nationally. Our members will have the opportunity to
ask questions, voice their opinion
and contribute ideas during the
Consensus process. Consensus is
the sense of the group on each
question. Other local Leagues in
the United States will be meeting
and answering the same questions.

Impact upon Early
Childhood Education

Origins of the Early Childhood program began with
Head Start in l965, a part of
the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA).
This program was funded by
the United States Dept. of
Health and Human Services. Its purpose was to assist low-income families and
children through some at-risk
areas. Title 1 (ESEA) also
has programs for early education. The money varies from
state to state. Reauthorization
of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA)
in 2001, called No Child Left
Behind (NCLB), was signed
into law. It promotes use of
Title 1, Part A, funds preschools, emphasizing the importance of preparing children
Since the 1960’s the League has for entering school with lanbeen building support for equal
guage development and cogaccess to education. Positions
nitive and early readiness
include support for early childskills. What is the role of the
hood education, federal programs Federal Government in early
designed to meet the needs of the childhood education? Should
poor and minorities and to give
it extend to all children?
women equal access to education
opportunities and opposition to
Education of Children
tax credits for families of chilwith Special Needs
dren who attend private schools.
The previous articles in the
Traditionally, all federal
In League Reporter presented
money has been aimed at speinformation about the history of cial groups. These may be
the federal role in public educa- minorities – those with distion, and the equity and funding abilities, living in poverty,
issues. This is third in a series to non-English language learninform our members about the
ers, or others with identifying
topics under consideration.
characteristics. Many of these

are growing nationwide, and
funding does not always keep up
with the growth. Should funding
be targeted for special groups,
block granted or blended into the
general revenue?
These are a few of the questions
we will be asking for this most
important study, “The Federal
Role in Public Education”.
The Education Committee suggests that you read and save these
articles for the forthcoming presentation in November.
Our next meeting is August 6,
9:30 – 11:30 am at the League
Office. Anyone interested in
attending or serving on this
committee, please contact
Marty Ott. Members are always
welcome.
Marty Ott, Chair
314.434.0330
martyott06@yahoo.com
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League Kicks Off Year with Food, Friends, and
“What to do about Education”
September 14th
Join your League friends and bring some new ones to the Fall Kickoff at Orlando’s at 8352 Watson Road on Wednesday, September
14th. Meet and greet begins at 5:30, a buffet dinner featuring pork,
chicken, beef, salad, vegetables and beverages will be served at 6:00
and the program will begin at 6:45.
Our featured speaker, Professor Kathleen Brown from UMSL will
help us kick off the national study on the federal government’s role
in education. Professor Brown is teaches and studies educational
policies and practices, especially those involving state and national
reform agendas. She has also been active in community development projects in the St. Louis metropolitan area. Marty Ott, our education study chair has
heard her speak and tells us that she is most engaging. As we begin work on the national
study this fall this is a good way to begin.
Come catch up with your League friends, learn about volunteer opportunities and League
programs for the upcoming year, and bring a friend of two who would be interested in joining
the League. With a stimulating speaker, good food, and intelligent and lively conversation,
how can they resist?

2011-2012 KICKOFF DINNER
Wednesday, September 14
Orlando Gardens on Watson Rd
5:30—8:00 pm
5:30 Meet and Greet
6:00 BUFFET DINNER $25.00
GUEST SPEAKER,
Dr. Kathleen Brown

Name(s) attending___________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Amount included $25.00 per person ___________________________________________
Email address for confirmation__________________________________________________
To register and pay online, go to www.lwvstl.org
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
FOR AUGUST 27TH HOUSING AUTHORITY ELECTION
Volunteers are needed to conduct the St. Louis Housing Authority election on Saturday, August 27th. You can work one of the three shifts below:
8:00 am – 1:00 pm
1:00 pm – 6:00 pm
6:00 pm – 9:00 pm (ballot count)
Our league has worked with the Housing Authority for a number of years on these
elections. It is a good opportunity to become more acquainted with the City’s housing, provide a valuable service, AND make some money for the League. In the past,
we have been paid $1,000 – $1,200 for this work.
This is not a heavy turnout election, so you will have the opportunity to finish reading
that last summer vacation book you didn’t get done. Snacks and meals are provided.
Kathleen Kelly has worked on this project for several years and will be the point
person again. She provides you with all the information you need.
Step up and volunteer. Contact Kathleen at: dkbkmk01@swbell.net or 314.533.3972.

VOLUNTEER CORNER by Julie Behrens
It is hot, hot, hot and what better way to enjoy
the summer than volunteering in the nice airconditioned League office with Anna &
Julie. Thanks to the following who helped
with various tasks – newsletters – the
St. Louis’ In League Reporter and the State
League’s Missouri Voter, general office work
(working on maintaining and updating databases, filing, and staffing the office while the
staff is on vacation or comp. time), voter registration, membership, fundraising, and calendar
order form mailing (would you believe 2012 is
just around the corner). Those who contributed time and effort since last time: Mary
Ellen Brucker, Doris Buzzell, Esther Clark,
Jim Clark, Marj Courtney, Clyde Creel, Verna
Creel, Janice Dahl, Janet Fales, Kathleen Farrell, Betty Ann Gilbert, Mickey Hall, Barbara
Harris, Mary Long, Linda McDaniel, Nancy
Miller, Cindy Mitchell, Marty Ott, Carol Port-

man, Louise Reeves, Mary Beth Reynolds, and Judith Smart. If we have
neglected to mention anyone, please let
us know and we will acknowledge you
in the next newsletter.
There are always tasks to do so if you
are willing to volunteer, please contact
our volunteer coordinator, Barbara Harris at 314.968.3609 or email Barbara at
IMBJH@charter.net
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TRIBUTES & MEMORIALS
In memory of Anita Koester from Julie Behrens and Sydell Shayer to LWV St. Louis.
In memory of Betty Wallace, Barbara Elbrecht’s sister from Jeanne Morrel-Franklin
to LWV Information Service.
For a speedy recovery for Joe Kleeman from Sydell Shayer to LWV St. Louis.
For a speedy recovery for Jill Schupp from Sydell Shayer to LWV St. Louis.

In Memory of Anita Koester
Anita Koester passed away July 10 from complications of ALS. She and I were friends for a
number of years, drawn together because of common interests: the League of Women Voters, the
United Nations, and Citizens for Global Solutions. She and I were co-chairs of the League’s
International Relations Committee for several years until she had to take a leave to care for her
first husband. In 2004 I was involved in organizing a symposium on CEDAW and she was a vice
president for the UN association; at that meeting she gave an impassioned speech pleading for the
ratification of that UN Convention on women’s rights. Perhaps the issue/document one thinks
about when Anita’s name comes up is the Universal Declaration of Human Rights; her knowledge
of that document was phenomenal. Not only could she recite it from beginning to end or from
any point in between but she also knew what each article meant and how the US stood on each
one. Some might have called her zealous; others would have said she was just supremely
dedicated to human rights for all mankind and fully believed those rights should be acknowledged by all in our world community. She brought the issue of human rights into most discussions we had in the IR Committee whether we were studying issues regarding trade, immigration,
or a particular country. She wrote and self-published a tract on that subject: Justice, Human
Rights and a Single Global Civilization. She will be missed by many – family and friends alike.
Judith Smart, IR Chair

From the Executive Director’s Desk - Anna Mennerick
What is the Joint Office? - - - Many newcomers and even seasoned League members have questions
about this unique organizational relationship. The Joint Office, for starters, is a place and an entity.
The Joint Office “place” is open from 9:30-3:30, Monday-Friday. The Joint Office “entity” is an
affiliation of the LWV Missouri, LWV Missouri Ed Fund, LWV St. Louis and LWV Information
Service.
The Joint Office and the Joint Office Staff serve all four organizations as stipulated by the Joint
Office Steering Committee, with representation from each organization’s board officers. The Joint
Office “entity” hires and pays staff, schedules resources and maintains the equipment and supplies in
the Joint Office “place.” Joint Office costs appear in each organizational budget as adopted by its
members or board. The Joint Office receives income in the form of monthly payments from each of
the four organizations for their portions of shared costs in addition to specific organizational
expenses.
Remarkably, this arrangement works. Occasionally, every organization has something going on at the
same time which does increase the excitement. This practical collaboration is a great way for the state
and local Leagues to pool resources and share expertise.
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LEAGUE IN THE LOOP TAILGATE SALE 2011

LABOR DAY SEPTEMBER 5, 2011

NOTE: SALE WILL BE HELD - RAIN OR SHINE!
Please reserve ____________spaces at $30.00 Each____________ Total Enclosed _________________
COST BEFORE SEPTEMBER 1st - $30.00
COST AFTER SEPTEMBER 1st - $40.00
DEADLINE FOR PAYMENT IS SEPTEMBER 1st
BOOTHS ARE 2 CAR SPACES
(SIDE BY SIDE)
specify type of items you offer

Name ______________________________________________

_______________________________

Address ____________________________________________
(street address)
_____________________________________________
(city, state, zip)
Phone # _____________________________________________

_______________________________

Office use only

Date_______________
Check______________
Amount_____________

Return to: Tailgate Sale/LWV
8706 Manchester Road, Suite 104
St. Louis MO 63144
Make checks payable to League of Women Voters
of St. Louis or LWVSTL

Reservations must be received by September 1st

